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Welcome to Southwestern
 
As we begin another exciting academic year, all of us at Southwestern are eagerly 
looking forward to welcoming our newest Pirates to campus.

This is a memorable milestone for both students and families. For years, families 
have helped prepare students for this moment, and now our newest students are 
embarking on an experience that is both deeply rooted in tradition and looking 
forward to the future.

As you prepare for the months ahead, I encourage students to remain curious, 
get involved, and leave room for the unexpected moments that often become the 
most meaningful parts of the college experience. At Southwestern, that may mean 
discovering a new passion through a campus organization, engaging in an inspiring 
conversation with a professor, taking an impromptu ride across campus on a Pirate 
Bike, or joining us for one of our many outdoor and Pirate adventures.

My office is located on the first floor of the Cullen Building, and I always enjoy meeting 
students and their families. If you happen to see me around campus—perhaps walking 
my friendly bulldog, Twinkles—please do not hesitate to stop and say hello.

We are thrilled to begin this journey with you and look forward to all that lies ahead.

Warmly,

Laura Skandera Trombley 
President, Southwestern University

S O U T H W E S T E R N  U N I V E R S I T Y  C O R E  VA LU E S 

•	 Cultivating academic excellence. 

•	 Promoting lifelong learning and a passion  
	 for intellectual and personal growth. 

•	 Fostering diverse perspectives. 

•	 Being true to oneself and others. 

•	 Respecting the worth and dignity of persons. 

•	 Encouraging activism in the pursuit of justice  
	 and the common good.

What Does “Sprog” 
Mean?

At Southwestern, a Sprog 
is a Pirate in training.  

Sprog Orientation is your 
first step in becoming 
part of the Southwestern 
community. During this 
program, you’ll meet fellow 
new students, connect 
with campus resources, 
and begin preparing for 
your first semester.

Every Pirate starts as a 
Sprog.

You’ve already taken 
important steps by getting 
to Sprog. Before you arrive 
on campus, be sure to 
complete any remaining 
forms and requirements.
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About This Guide:  
This guidebook is designed to help you navigate the 
transition to life at Southwestern. Inside, you’ll find helpful 
information about academics, campus life, important next 
steps, and the many resources available to support you 
during your first year.

Throughout the guide, you’ll also see QR codes that link to 
Southwestern webpages where you can explore topics in 
more detail and access the most up-to-date information.

Use this guide as a quick reference throughout the summer 
and during your first semester.

Tips for Using This Guide
•	 Skim for quick overviews of how things work  
	 at Southwestern
•	 Scan QR codes to explore detailed information online
•	 Bookmark pages you may want to revisit later
•	 Share this guide with family members who may  
	 have questions

Table of Contents
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The Southwestern 
Experience
At Southwestern, your days are filled with more than 
classes: campus traditions, student organizations, 
outdoor adventures, and the kind of moments that 
turn into stories you’ll tell long after graduation. Along 
the way, you’ll get an education designed to help you 
explore ideas, make meaningful connections, and 
prepare for what comes next. 

Through our distinctive liberal arts approach and a 
community that values curiosity and collaboration, 
students learn to think broadly, adapt to change, and 
engage with the world in thoughtful ways. 

And with the Pirate Plan guiding your experience, every 
step—from your first semester to graduation—has 
purpose.

WHY IT WORKS 

Intentional
Each year has a clear focus and purpose.

Integrated
Your academics, student life, and career preparation work together.

Outcome-Driven
You graduate with real experience, skills, and direction.

A Southwestern 
Education

Students learn to: 

•	 Discover connections 
	 across disciplines 

•	 Think critically  
	 and creatively 

•	 Collaborate and solve  
	 complex challenges 

•	 Apply what they learn  
	 beyond the classroom

These skills prepare 
Southwestern graduates 
to adapt, lead, and make 
meaningful contributions 
in a rapidly-changing 
world.

EXPLORE  Year 1:  Find Your Bearings

 Join a student organization

 Internship in Austin

Research with faculty  

Study Abroad  

Senior job offer


LAUNCH   Year 4:  Set Sail

The Pirate Plan
The Pirate Plan is your roadmap for making the most 
of your time at Southwestern, connecting academics, 
campus life, and career preparation into a clear path 
forward. Each year has a purpose, so you graduate 
with direction, experience, and confidence.

YOUR 4-YEAR PLAN FOR WHAT COMES NEXT

START YOUR JOURNEY
Learn More about the Pirate Plan
southwestern.edu/pirate-plan

Personalized Support 
From Day One

You’ll be paired with a 
dedicated Success Coach 
from the start—providing 
consistent, personalized 
support throughout your 
four years so you always 
have guidance along the 
way.

EXPERIENCE  Years 2–3:  Chart Your Course

7
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Academics at Southwestern
At Southwestern, academics are designed to do more than build knowledge; they prepare you to 
apply it. Through interdisciplinary learning, close faculty relationships, and hands-on experiences, 
you develop the skills and perspective to navigate complexity and make an impact. With small 
classes and faculty mentorship, your education is both deeply personal and intentionally  
designed to support your growth.

MAJORS, MINORS, AND CERTIFICATES
Southwestern’s Paideia philosophy encourages you to see connections between different fields. 
Whether you’re a scientist who loves sculpture or a business major studying ethics,  
our curriculum supports that.

MINORS & CERTIFICATES
Beyond your major, you can specialize with minors (usually 18+ credits) or certificates (focused 
skill-based credentials).

•	 Minors: Anthropology, Applied Movement and Sport Studies, Art History, Biology, Business, 	
	 Chemistry, Chinese, Classical Civilization, Classical Languages, Communication Studies, 		
	 Computer Science, Data Analytics, Design Thinking, Early Modern and Medieval Studies, East 	
	 Asian Studies, Economics, Education, English, Environmental Studies, Feminist Studies, French, 	
	 Generic Special Education, German, Health Studies, History, International Studies, Kinesiology,  
	 Latin American and Border Studies, Mathematics, Music, Neuroscience, Philosophy, Physics,  
	 Political Science, Psychology, Race and Ethnicity Studies, Religion and Culture, Sociology,  
	 Spanish, Studio Art, Theatre.
•	 Certificates: Legal Studies, Computer-Aided  
	 Design (CAD) & 3D Printing, Spanish for Healthcare  
	 Professions.

ACADEMIC ADVISING
Advising at Southwestern is a partnership. You’re 
supported, but you stay in the driver’s seat.

•	 First Year: You’ll work with a Success Coach, 		
	 housed in the CCPD, who helps you transition  
	 to college, choose courses, and build a strong  
	 academic foundation
•	 Sophomore–Senior Years: You’ll also have a faculty  
	 advisor (typically in your major) who guides your  
	 academic path 

You have a Success Coach all four years, helping you 
connect your Pirate Plan and academic experience to 
your post-graduate goals.

REGISTRATION & PLACEMENT
Getting started includes a few key steps to ensure you’re 
placed in the right courses.

•	 Math & Language Placement: All new students  
	 complete assessments to determine the  
	 appropriate starting level, so you build on what you  
	 know without repeating or jumping too far ahead.
•	 Your Schedule: Once registered, your official 
	 schedule is available in Self-Service under the  
	 “Course Plan” tab.
•	 Pathways To and After Graduation

	» The SU curriculum is intentionally designed  
	 for students to graduate in eight semesters  
	 by taking 16 credits per term.
	» Some students opt for one of SU’s paired post- 

	 graduate programs such as the 4+1 programs  
	 with Rice University (Accounting) or with Baylor  
	 University’s Louise Herrington School of Nursing.

Pro Tip: Download the Navigate360 student 
app early. It’s the easiest way to sync your  
class schedule to your phone calendar and 
book meetings with your advisor in real-time.

MAJORS BY AREA

QUICK RESOURCES

Academic Advising Page 
Advising goals and 
resources

Degree Plans 
Checklists for every major/
minor to track progress

Navigate360 App 
Manage “to-dos,” schedule 
appointments, and more

Learning Commons 
Centralized academic 
support, including the  
Debby Ellis Writing Center 
and Tutoring Center

Communication Studies

English

History

Classics, French, 
German, Greek,  
Latin, Spanish

Philosophy
 

Religion and Culture

Humanities

Biology

Chemistry and 
Biochemistry

Engineering

Kinesiology

Computational 
Mathematics,  

Computer Science, 
Mathematics

Applied Physics, Physics

Natural
Sciences

Business,  
Economics,  
and Finance

Education

Political Science

Psychology

Sociology and 
Anthropology

Social 
Sciences

Art History

Music, Music  
Education, Vocal 

Performance,  
Keyboard Performance, 

Instrumental 
Performance, Music 

Literature, Music 
Composition

Studio Art

Theatre Arts, Theatre 
Performance and 

Production

Fine 
Arts

Environmental  
Studies

Feminist  
Studies

International  
Studies

Latin American  
and Border Studies

Interdisciplinary
Majors
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ACADEMIC STANDARDS 

Understanding Your Credits & Courseload
Southwestern measures coursework in credits rather than 
traditional “hours.” 

•	 Typical Schedule: 4 courses per semester (16 credits)
•	 Time Commitment: ~3 hours of work per credit each week
•	 Full-Time Status: 12+ credits
•	 Maximum Load: 19 credits (approval required above this)
•	 To Graduate: Minimum 127 credits and a cumulative 2.0 GPA

 
Course Numbering
Course numbering will tell you more about the class you are 
taking. 
Example: PSY33-104

•	 PSY33 = Department (Psychology)
•	 10 = Course level* (00–19 = introductory, 20–89 = upper-level)
•	 4 = Credit hours 
	 * Many courses at the 20-30 level are considered appropriate  
       for new students 

Class Standing
Class standing is based on the number of credits you’ve earned:

•	 0–29 credits: First-Year
•	 30–59 credits: Sophomore
•	 60–89 credits: Junior
•	 90+ credits: Senior 

Grading System
Southwestern utilizes a plus/minus grading system. Below are 
the grade point values used to calculate your GPA: 

•	 A+ / A = 4.0
•	 A- = 3.67
•	 B+ = 3.33
•	 B = 3.0
•	 B- = 2.67
•	 C+ = 2.33
•	 C = 2.0
•	 C- = 1.67
•	 D+ = 1.33
•	 D = 1.0
•	 D- = 0.67
•	 F = 0.0

TOOLS YOU’LL USE EVERY DAY

Stay in the know with 
Southwestern’s Mobile App!

View your assignments, find campus resources, and learn 
about campus events, all within the app. Download today!

PIRATE 
CARD
Your Campus ID 

USED FOR:

•	 Building access

•	 Dining and purchases

•	 Printing and campus services

These are the tools you’ll use most often to stay connected, 
manage your schedule, and navigate campus life.

Scan to learn 
more about your 
Pirate Card

Upload your Pirate Card 
photo by August 1
(Select Pirate Card icon > Profile tab > 
 “Click to submit a new photo”)

McCombs Campus Center (3rd Floor)
MON–FRI, 8:00 A.M.–4:00 P.M

Mailboxes are open whenever the building is open

Student Name
SU Box XXXX
1001 E. University Avenue
Georgetown, TX 78626

ADDRESS FORMAT

Use your SU Box number for all mail

Get an email when packages arrive

Bring your Pirate Card for pickup

HOW IT WORKS

CAMPUS POST OFFICE
PICK UP PACKAGES, SEND MAIL, AND 

ACCESS YOUR MAILBOX RIGHT ON 
CAMPUS—NO TRIPS OFF CAMPUS

Skip the line. Pick up anytime. Search: Amazon Locker
‘Mordey’

Stay Connected
Follow Southwestern to stay up to date on campus life, 
events, and important announcements.

@SouthwesternU

@SouthwesternU

/SouthwesternUniversity

@SouthwesternU

@SouthwesternUniversity

What to Check Regularly
Check Your Email
Your Southwestern email is the University’s primary form of communication.
Check Your Southwestern App 
Check Southwestern Social Media

LOOKING 
FOR MORE?

Visit the Southwestern University 
Catalog for the full text of all academic 
policies and degree requirements.

10 11
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At Southwestern, student life is where you find 
your people, explore your interests, and make 
the most of your college experience. 

From where you live to how you spend your 
time, the connections you build, and the 
support you receive, your experience is 
shaped by a community designed to help  
you grow and thrive. 

Live 
 
LIVING ON CAMPUS
Living on campus is more than where you 
stay—it’s where you connect, build community, 
and make Southwestern your home.
	
As a residential campus, Southwestern 
is designed for students to live and learn 
together. From your residence hall to 
campus events, you’ll find opportunities to 
build relationships, get involved, and grow 
throughout your college experience.

THREE-YEAR RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT
Southwestern has a three-year on-campus 
residency requirement for undergraduate 
students.
	
This model supports student success by 
creating a strong sense of community, 
increasing engagement, and providing access 
to resources that help students thrive both 
academically and personally. 

WHY IT MATTERS
Students who live on campus are more  
likely to:

•	 Graduate within four years
•	 Earn higher GPAs
•	 Be more involved in student organizations
•	 Feel connected to campus life 

 
 

SAFETY & SECURITY
Southwestern is committed to maintaining a 
safe and secure campus environment for all 
students.

•	 Residence halls have secure access
•	 The University Police Department is  
	 available 24/7: 512.863.1944
•	 Emergency alerts are sent through the 		
	 Southwestern Emergency Notification  
	 System

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROOM MAINTENANCE
	 FOR GENERAL REQUESTS

•	 Submit a work order through the housing  
	 system
•	 Facilities staff will respond and resolve  
	 the issue

	 FOR URGENT ISSUES
•	 Contact your RA on call
•	 RAs are on call 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 a.m.
•	 Your RA will help determine next steps 
 
 
 
 

IT SUPPORT
Get help with your devices, Wi-Fi, software, 
and campus technology.

SUPPORT IN YOUR HALL
Resident Assistants (RAs) are your first point 
of contact for questions, concerns, and 
support in your residence hall. 
 
 

Sign Up for Emergency 
Notifications

Submit a Work Order

Access Southwestern’s 
Tech Deck

14
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SHILLING COVE

Late-night dining, coffee, and quick bites. Grab 
made-to-order burgers and sandwiches, boba 
drinks, coffee, or a late-night snack.

HOURS
M O N –T H U R S :  9:00 A.M.–12:00 A.M.
F R I – S U N :  9:00 A.M.–8:00 P.M.

LORD CAFÉ

Coffee and light bites in Mood-Bridwell Hall.  
A cozy spot for coffee, conversation, and a 
quick lunch.

HOURS
M O N – F R I :  8:00 A.M.–2:00 P.M.

JAVA CITY AT THE WELCOME CENTER

Coffee and snacks on the east side of campus. 
Located in the Welcome Center, offering 
specialty drinks, snacks, and a convenient 
study break spot.

HOURS
M O N – F R I :  8:00 A.M.–8:00 P.M.

P.O.D.  MARKET

Grab-and-go snacks and essentials. Quick, 
convenient options for meals, snacks, and 
everyday items.

HOURS
 M O N –T H U R S :  9:00 A.M.–12:00 A.M.
 F R I – S U N :  9:00 A.M.–8:00 P.M.

PIRATE DINING
From quick coffee to late-night snacks, Southwestern 
offers a variety of dining options across campus.

MABEE COMMONS

All-you-care-to-eat dining hall located in the heart 
of campus. Home-style favorites, global flavors, and 
options for a variety of dietary needs—all prepared 
fresh throughout the day.
	 HOURS
	 M O N D AY– F R I D AY

     Breakfast: 7:30–9:30 A.M.
     Lunch: 11:00 A.M.–2:30 P.M.
     Dinner: 5:00–9:00 P.M.

	 S AT U R D AY– S U N D AY

	      Brunch: 10:30 A.M.–2:00 P.M.
	      Dinner: 5:00–7:30 P.M.

Required Before 
Move-In

Vehicle Registration

•	 Complete your vehicle  
	 registration (or waiver)  
	 by August 10

Register Your Ride:

Stay Updated

Monitor your SU email 
for housing updates and 
move-in details!

Explore Dining 
Options, Menus, 

Updates

Meal Plans

Review meal plans  
and options online
•	 Changes can be made until  
	 August 29 at 5:00 P.M. via  
	 the Housing Director: 
	 www.southwestern.edu/housingregistration
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PIRATE ADVENTURES
Explore Central Texas with curated trips and 
experiences—from concerts and sporting 
events to cultural outings and city experiences.

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE
Get outside with guided trips like hiking, 
kayaking, climbing, and more—no experience 
required. Led by Branndon Bargo, a member  
of the prestigious Explorer’s Club and host  
of Amazon’s The Highpointers.

CAMPUS RECREATION
Stay active and have fun with:
•	Intramural sports
•	Sport clubs
•	Fitness center and classes

Play
GET OUT. GET ACTIVE.  HAVE FUN. 

At Southwestern, fun is part of the experience— 
and there’s always something going on.

Located just minutes from Austin and surrounded by  
the Texas Hill Country, Southwestern gives you access  
to both campus activities and one of the most dynamic 
cities in the country.

Through Campus Recreation, you can join an intramural 
team with nearly 400 games a year, or head out on an 
Outdoor Adventure like spelunking through Whirlpool  
Cave or tubing the San Marcos River.

Need a break? Students enjoy swimming in the nearby  
San Gabriel River or jumping into spontaneous volleyball, 
basketball, or pickleball games—no matter where you live, 
there’s a court close to your residence hall.

Want to explore beyond campus? Pirate Adventures 
take you to the best of Central Texas—from Circuit of the 
Americas to world-class museums and Austin’s food and 
music scene.

Whether you’re competing, exploring, or just tagging  
along with friends, there’s a place for you here.
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Free, confidential 
support to help you 
navigate stress, 
relationships, and 
life’s challenges.

On-campus medical 
care to support your 
physical health and 
well-being.

Opportunities 
for reflection, 
connection, and 
spiritual growth— 
open to all beliefs 
and backgrounds.

A welcoming space 
that celebrates 
identity, belonging, 
and community 
through programs, 
events, and 
conversations.

Thrive
SUPPORT EVERY STEP OF THE WAY

Your college years are about more than academics—they’re about 
navigating the ups and downs of life, building resilience, and becoming 
the fullest version of yourself.

At Southwestern, you’re supported in your physical, emotional, 
spiritual, and intellectual well-being through an integrated network  
of services designed to help you succeed.

Need to talk? Looking for connection? Want to take care of your 
health? Support is here for you.

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS
Explore a wide range of student-led 
groups—from academic and cultural 
organizations to special interests and 
service.

EVENTS
Discover what’s happening on campus—
from weekly activities to large-scale 
events and traditions.

Connect
FIND YOUR PEOPLE. 
FIND YOUR PURPOSE.

At Southwestern, connection happens 
everywhere—through shared interests, 
campus traditions, and the communities 
you choose to be part of. 
 
With more than 60 student 
organizations, there’s a group (or 
three) for everyone. Whether you’re 
passionate about bees, gardening, or 
tabletop games, you’ll find others who 
share your interests.
 
Students plan more than 300 campus events each year, from 
trivia nights and dance parties to concerts and student-led 
conferences.
 
And with 55% of students holding a leadership role, you’ll 
have opportunities to build skills in communication, teamwork, 
and leadership throughout your time at Southwestern.
 
From Greek Life to academic clubs, student government to 
performing arts—you’ll find your people and your purpose.

STUDENT ACTIVITIES
Get involved in campus programming, 
leadership opportunities, and signature 
Southwestern events.

JEDI 
CENTER

SPIRITUAL 
LIFE

HEALTH 
CENTER

COUNSELING 
CENTER

Athletics

Be part of Pirate 
Athletics—whether you’re 
competing or cheering on 
your classmates, game 
days bring energy, pride, 
and community.

Fine Arts

Experience performances, 
exhibitions, and creative 
work across music, 
theatre, and the visual 
arts.

You’re Not Expected 
to Do This Alone

Asking for help is a normal and important 
part of the college experience.



22 23

See where 
Southwestern 
graduates go next—
employment, graduate 
school, and more.

The Center for Career & 
Professional Development
PLAN YOUR FUTURE FROM DAY ONE

The Center for Career & Professional Development (CCPD) 
offers personalized support to help you turn your passions into 
purpose and your degree into a meaningful career. Through 
one-on-one coaching, skill-building workshops, internships,  
and a powerful alumni network, you’ll graduate with momentum.

At Southwestern, career preparation isn’t something you figure 
out later. It’s built into your experience from the start through 
the Pirate Plan.

 #1
 

in Texas and 
#19 nationally for 
Career Services

The Princeton 
Review

Plan Your Future
Discover your interests, explore 
majors, and begin shaping your 
goals.

Make Connections
Connect with alumni, mentors, 
and professionals who support 
your journey.





Gain Experience
Gain real-world skills through 
internships, research, and 
campus jobs.

Job Search
Get guidance on résumés, 
interviews, and navigating 
careers or graduate school.





HOW CCPD HELPS YOU

2025 POST-GRADUATE OUTCOMES

You won’t graduate 
asking “What now?”

Southwestern connects 
your education to your 
future every step of the 
way.
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Billing & 
Financial Aid
UNDERSTANDING BILLING  
& FINANCIAL AID

Managing your student account is an 
important part of preparing for the 
semester. Southwestern provides tools 
and resources to help students and 
families stay informed and on track.

STUDENT VS PARENT ACCESS
STUDENTS DO THIS THEN PARENTS/GUESTS CAN.. .

Set up Proxy Access View grades and financial aid online

Invite Authorized Payer View billing and payment information

Grant Student  
Records Release Speak with offices about student information

Share login/PIN (securely) Be verified when contacting offices

Do nothing Parents cannot access records or discuss  
student information











UNDERSTANDING YOUR BILL
YOUR EBILL INCLUDES:
•	 Tuition and fees
•	 Housing and dining charges
•	 Financial aid and scholarships 

Students can view their account and billing 
details through the portal. 
 
 
 
 

FINANCIAL AID
FINANCIAL AID MAY INCLUDE:
•	 Scholarships
•	 Grants
•	 Loans
•	 Work-study opportunities

 
Students should review their financial aid 
package and complete any required steps.
 
 
 
 

BUSINESS OFFICE
THE BUSINESS OFFICE CAN HELP WITH:
•	 Billing questions
•	 Payment plans
•	 Account support

View Your Account

Check Out Financial Aid

Answers For Your 
Questions

FERPA & FAMILY ACCESS
WHO HAS ACCESS TO WHAT?
In college, students control access to their academic and 
financial information. This is part of a federal law called the 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

At the postsecondary level, parents cannot access 
student information unless the student gives permission.

PROXY ACCESS
Allows parents or others to:

•	 View billing and financial aid
•	 See grades and GPA (Set up in 
Self-Service)

STUDENT RECORDS RELEASE
Allows parents or others to:

•	 Speak with University offices
•	 Discuss FERPA-protected information 
	 Requires a PIN for verification

HOW TO GRANT ACCESS
Students can give permission by completing  
Proxy Access/Student Records Release in 
Self-Service:

1.	 Log in to Self-Service
2.	 Select Proxy Access / Student Records 	 

			   Release

3.	 Click “Select a Proxy” / “Add  
			   Person/Relationship”

4.	 Select Proxy name / Enter the  
			   individual’s name and relationship

5.	 For Student Records Release: Create  
			   a PIN and share it with that individual

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
•	 The approved individual can contact 		
	 University offices
•	 They will be asked for the PIN to verify 		
	 their identity
•	 Once verified, staff can discuss student 		
	 information

Access is not
automatic

Students must grant 
permission for families 
to view or discuss their 
information.

Students manage their own account

Families can be granted access—see the next  
page for how.
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2026
•	 July 10: Fall tuition due
•	 August 15: New student move-in  
	 and Welcome Week begins
•	 August 17: First-Year and  
	 Advanced-Entry Seminar begins
•	 August 24: Fall semester begins
•	 September 7: Labor Day holiday (no classes)
•	 October 12–13: Fall Break (no classes)
•	 October 23–25: Homecoming
•	 October 27: SUnity Day (no classes)
•	 November 25–27: Thanksgiving Break  
	 (no classes)
•	 December 7–11: Final examinations
•	 December 11: December Graduation 		
	 Ceremony
•	 December 11: Spring tuition due

2027
•	 January 18: Martin Luther King Jr. Day  
	 (no classes)
•	 January 19: Spring semester begins
•	 March 15–19: Spring Break (no classes)
•	 March 26: Good Friday (no classes)
•	 April 2–3: Spring Family Weekend
•	 April 13: Research and Creative Works  
	 Symposium (no classes)
•	 May 10–14: Final examinations
•	 May 15: Commencement
•	 May 19: Summer I and Summer III terms begin
•	 May 24: Memorial Day (no classes)
•	 June 19: Juneteenth (no classes)
•	 June 24: Summer I term ends
•	 August 19: Summer III term ends

KEY DATES AND DEADLINES

For Families  
& Supporters
SUPPORTING YOUR STUDENT’S JOURNEY

As a parent or family member, you are an important 
part of the Southwestern community. As your student 
prepares for their first semester, these steps will  
help you stay informed, connected, and ready for  
the transition ahead.

Visit southwestern.edu/parents  
as your go-to resource for updates, 
resources, and helpful information 
throughout the year.

STAY CONNECTED
Complete the Parent 

Information Form to receive 
University updates. Individual 

offices will contact you 
directly via email with 
important information 
throughout the year. 

27
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Your Your 
Southwestern Southwestern 

Adventure Adventure 
STARTS Here!STARTS Here!

WELCOME WEEK • August 15-23, 2026

Welcome Week is your official start at Southwestern. This is 
where you’ll connect with your classmates, get to know campus, 
and jump into the traditions that make this place feel like home.

You’ll discover your favorite spots, find your people, and start 
building the experience that’s uniquely yours.

This is where it all begins. Are you ready?
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Campus Traditions
ONLY AT SOUTHWESTERN

These are the moments, traditions, and quirks that make Southwestern feel like home—
and make your experience unforgettable.

SUnity Day
Once each semester, classes pause for a day of games, food, 
and activities designed to bring the entire campus together.

Cullen Tower Signatures
Each year, seniors sign the walls of Cullen Tower, 
joining generations of Southwestern graduates.

Offerings to Monstrance
During stressful times, students leave notes, flowers, 
and small tokens—creating a quiet, meaningful tradition.

The Rutersville Bell
Rung at matriculation and commencement, its ten 
chimes honor Southwestern’s four founding institutions.

Late Night Breakfast
During finals week, faculty, staff, and the President serve 
breakfast late at night—because everyone needs a study break.

The Seal
Legend says stepping on the campus seal means you 
won’t graduate on time—so most students don’t risk it.

Sweet Surprise
Once a week, the community gathers for a surprise sweet 
treat—small moments that make campus feel personal.

Piratepalooza
Each spring, Southwestern hosts a full outdoor festival 
with food, entertainment, and unforgettable memories.

Pirate Bikes
Free bike-share across campus makes it easy to 
get to class, practice, or wherever you need to go.
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ACADEMIC INTERNSHIPS
Contact: Mary Claire Angle
Prothro Center 144
512.863.1262
angle2@southwestern.edu 

ATHLETICS
Contact: Glenn Schwab
Robertson Center
512.863.1381
suathletics@southwestern.edu

BUSINESS OFFICE
Contact: Susan Moore
Mundy Building, Second Floor
512.863.1928
studentaccounts@southwestern.edu

CAMPUS RECREATION
Contact: Anna Castillo
Robertson Center 215
512.863.1606
castilla@southwestern.edu

CENTER FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS
Contact: Dave Seiler
Prothro Center 120
512.863.1286
success@southwestern.edu

CENTER FOR CAREER  
& PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Contact: Adrian Ramirez
Prothro Center 140
512.863.1346
pirate2pro@southwestern.edu

COUNSELING & HEALTH CENTER
Contact: Jason Bonick
Prothro Center 200
512.863.1252
After 5:00 P.M., call: 512.863.1944
bonickj@southwestern.edu

DEAN OF STUDENTS
Contact: Gerald Jones
Wilhelmina Cullen Center 124
512.863.1957
jones30@southwestern.edu

FACULTY MENTORED RESEARCH
Contact: Jess Hower
Wilhelmina Cullen Center 134
512.863.1595
howerj@southwestern.edu

FELLOWSHIPS & SCHOLARSHIPS
Contact: Alexandra Anderson
Prothro Center 140
512.863.1265
afca@southwestern.edu

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS  
(SEVIS/VISAS)
Contact: Monya Lemery
Prothro Center 232
512.863.1538
lemerym@southwestern.edu
iss@southwestern.edu

JUSTICE,  EQUITY,  DIVERSITY,  
& INCLUSION CENTER
Contact: MyKella Mitchell
Wilhelmina Cullen Center 117
512.863.1957
mitchell2@southwestern.edu

COMMUNITY-ENGAGED LEARNING
Contact: Manda Wittebort
Mood-Bridwell 223
512.863.1516
wittebora@southwestern.edu

OFFICE OF RESIDENCE LIFE
Contact: Allison Everett
Wilhelmina Cullen Center 113
512.863.1624
reslife@southwestern.edu

OFFICE OF STUDY ABROAD & 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SERVICES
Contact: Monya Lemery
Prothro Center 232
512.863.1538
studyabroad@southwestern.edu

PAIDEIA PROGRAM
Contact: Alison Marr
Fondren-Jones 305
512.863.1496
marra@southwestern.edu 

PROFESSOR JOHN SCORE II  
LEARNING COMMONS
Contact: Maurice Wilson
Smith Library Center 111
512.863.1473
wilson22@southwestern.edu

REGISTRAR’S OFFICE
Contact: Sean Smith
Prothro Center 100
512.863.1952
registrar@southwestern.edu

SAROFIM SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS
Contact: Kristen Rogers
Fine Arts Center 133
512.863.1379
rogersk@southwestern.edu

SCHOLARSHIPS & FINANCIAL AID
Contact: James Gaeta
Dorothy Perry White Welcome Center
512.863.1259
finaid@southwestern.edu

SERVICES FOR STUDENTS  
WITH DISABILITIES
Contact: Lou Djurdjevic
Prothro Center 100
512.863.1536
djurdjevl@southwestern.edu

SMITH LIBRARY CENTER
Contact: Casey Duncan
Smith Library Center
512.863.1563
ask@southwestern.libanswers.com

SPIRITUAL LIFE
Contact: Ron Swain
Wilhelmina Cullen Center 114
512.863.1959
swainr@southwestern.edu

STUDENT ACTIVITIES
Contact: Jacorey Patterson
Wilhelmina Cullen Center 116
512.863.1957
studentactivities@southwestern.edu

SU POLICE DEPARTMENT
Contact: Joseph Barragan
Mundy Building
512.863.1944
supd@southwestern.edu

VETERAN SERVICES
Contact: Nadia Mahannah
Prothro Center 100
512.863.1952
mahannan@southwestern.edu

Quick Reference

Find the most up-to-date 
contacts and website links on 

the Campus Contacts page.
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1.	 Floyd & Annetta Jones Plaza
2.	 Roy & Lillie Cullen Building
3.	 Fondren–Jones Science Center
4.	 Wilhelmina Cullen Center
5.	 Mood–Bridwell Hall
6.	 A. Frank Smith, Jr. Library Center
7.	 Central Plant (A,B,C)
8.	 Moses Field House
9.	 Kappa Alpha House
10.	 Phi Delta Theta House

11.	 Robert K. Moses, Jr. Field
12.	 Pi Kappa Alpha House
13.	 Kappa Sigma House
14.	 Herman Brown Residence Hall
15.	 Moody–Shearn Residence Hall
16.	 Sharon Lord Community Center  
	 (including sorority chapter rooms)

17.	 Grogan & Betty Lord Residence Hall
18.	 Dorothy Manning Lord Residence Hall
19.	 McCombs Residential Center

20.	 Ruter Hall
21.	 Ella Sedwick Hall
22.	 Lois Perkins Chapel
23.	 Bridal Lounge
24.	 Red & Charline McCombs Campus Center
25.	 Post Office
26.	 Roy H. Cullen Academic Mall
27.	 Alma Thomas Fine Arts Center
28.	 Charles & Elizabeth Prothro Center  
	 for Lifelong Learning
29.	 F.W. Olin Building
30.	 J.N.R. Score Quadrangle
31.	 Corbin J. Robertson Center

32.	 Brown–Cody Residence Hall
33.	 J.E. & L.E. Mabee Residence Hall
34.	 Ernest Clark Residence Hall
35.	 Dorothy Perry White Welcome Center
36.	 Jessie Daniel Ames Hall
37.	 Turner–Fleming House
38.	 Julie Puett Howry Center
39.	 Tennis Building
40.	 Marvin D. Henderson, Sr. Tennis Courts
41.	 Rockwell Family Baseball Field
42.	 Joe S. Mundy Hall
43.	 Campus Police
44.	 Rufus Franklin Edward Studio Arts Building
45.	 Greenhouse & Community Garden
46.	 Facilities Management Building
47.	 Facilities Management Warehouse 
48.	 Fountainwood Observatory
49.	 Taylor–Sanders Softball Field
50.	 Varsity Field
51.	 Practice Field
52.	 Athletic Field House
53.	 Varsity Field House
54.	 Multi-Purpose Sports Complex 
55.	 Track Field 
 
            Visitor Parking
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