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Financial Analyst Program
2026-2027 Academic Year Application

	The Financial Analyst Program (FAP) is an undergraduate business curriculum that provides a valuable and unique experiential opportunity for a small group of outstanding students to work closely with the business and economics faculty and industry professionals. The FAP develops analysis and research skills, as well as experience as financial analysts. Students gain intensive hands-on experience applying the concepts of business analysis and valuation to decisions, and work in an environment that simulates the business world.

	Throughout the entire academic year, the student analysts are responsible for managing a $3,000,000 investment portfolio as part of Southwestern University’s endowment. The student analysts meet once a week to assess and select individual securities, to analyze and structure portfolio decisions, and to continue to gain further understanding about how global financial markets work. This portion of the program benefits from telecommunications infrastructure and professional financial databases used to evaluate and select common stocks for the FAP portfolio.

	During the academic year, student analysts are required to enroll as a cohort in two business courses: Investments (BUS 30-574) in the Fall semester, and Financial Statement Analysis (BUS 30-594) in the Spring semester. Students learn to assess the operating, financial, and investment performance of companies as well as make financial projections, relative to both the companies’ recent operating history and their peer group of competitors. In evaluations, both fundamental and technical style analyses are combined to allow students to make any final common stock or ETF recommendations for the FAP Portfolio.

	This program does represent a major commitment to “learning-by-doing”, which requires extracurricular time outside the typical classroom commitment, both individually and as a group. The program is equivalent to a 4-credit course over the one-year commitment, with 2 credits per semester. To be eligible for the program, a student must be classified as a junior or senior by the time the Fall 2026 semester begins and must apply to become an FAP candidate. 

Any questions about the program may be directed to Dr. Hazel Nguyen, (nguyen4@southwestern.edu) or Sam McClure (mcclures@southwestern.edu).




Application Form:
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INSTRUCTIONS:   Each student candidate applying to the FAP should submit a four-page PDF document organized as follows:

	Page 1:	 This application form’s Section I. page with typed responses to the questions.
	Page 2: A typed, double-spaced response to Question #1 in Section II.
	Page 3: A typed, double-spaced response to Question #2 in Section II.
	Page 4: A current copy of your resume.

***Failure to follow these instructions may result in your application not being reviewed.




























Section I.  Personal Information

Name:										____________	


S.U. Overall GPA: 		   Credit Hours Completed at SU (at end of this semester):		

Anticipated Graduation Date: 		____________________________

Accounting, Business, or Economics Courses Completed and Their Grades:

													

													

													

													

													

													


Prior Experiences.  Briefly describe any personal and professional activities that you feel are relevant for the committee to consider in reviewing your application:

								___________________________________

								___________________________________

								___________________________________

								___________________________________

								___________________________________


Two S.U. References.  At least one reference should be a professor in the Department of Economics and Business.  
NOTE:  Just list references’ names and emails; no letters of recommendation are required with this application.

1. 					_______________________

2. 						________________

**If you have completed Finance, do you have room in your schedule for Investments in Fall 2023 and Financial
Statement Analysis in Spring 2024?  If you have not completed Finance, do you have room in your schedule/degree plan to take Finance and Investments in Fall 2023 and Financial Statement Analysis in Spring 2024?
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Provide thoughtful and concise answers for both questions below concerning your potential for successful participation in the Financial Analyst Honors Program. Each answer should be typed and double-spaced. In responding to these questions, you should provide as much specific information as possible, since these personal statements provide very valuable input during the selection process.



Question #1:  What special skills, or characteristics do you have that would allow you to “add value” to this honors program?  How have you developed and demonstrated these skills or characteristics over time?
































Section II.  Personal Statements (cont.)



Question #2:  What are some possible directions your future could take, career-wise? In five years? Ten years? Twenty years?  How would the experience of potentially being in this honors program help you achieve your short-term and long-term career objectives?






















Applications are due by midnight on February 22, 2026. Please email completed applications to either Dr. Nguyen (nguyen4@southwestern.edu) or Sam McClure (mcclures@southwestern.edu).
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