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The National Survey of Student Engagement 
(NSSE) collects data from over 250,000 
students annually. Since 2000 over 6.5 
millions students from 1,700 four-year 
institutions have completed the survey 
about their undergraduate experience inside 
and outside of the classroom.

Student engagement represents two critical 
features of collegiate quality: 

• The first is the amount of time and effort 
students put into their studies and other 
educationally purposeful activities. 

• The second is how institutional resources, 
courses, and other learning opportunities 
facilitate student participation in activities 
that matter to student learning. 

NSSE surveys undergraduate students in their 
first and final year to measure their levels of 
engagement and their perceptions of 
experiences at Southwestern. 

NSSE Comparison Groups 

Southwest Private (18 NSSE institutions in the 
same geographic region and private sector)

Private, Baccalaureate/Arts & Sciences (86 NSSE 
institutions sharing Southwestern’s 2021 Basic 
Carnegie Classification “Baccalaureate Colleges--
Arts & Sciences Focus”)

SU Cohort Schools (14 NSSE institutions that 
appear on the Board of Trustees or Strategic 
Planning Cohort lists)

Southwestern has participated in NSSE since 2003. 





Why? Your reflections….





Due to their positive associations with student 
learning and retention, certain undergraduate 
opportunities are designated "high-impact." 
High-Impact Practices (HIPs) share several traits: 

• Demand considerable time and effort, 
• Facilitate learning outside of the classroom,
• Require meaningful interactions with faculty 

and students, 
• Encourage collaboration with diverse others, 

and 
• Provide frequent and substantive feedback. 

NSSE asks students about their participation in 
the six HIPs shown in the box at right. 



Both figures include participation in service-

learning, learning communities, and research with 

faculty. The senior figure also includes participation 

in internships or field experiences, study abroad, 

and culminating senior experiences. 

Southwestern students participate in High Impact Practices at greater rates than all three 
comparison groups in the first-year and over time through graduation. 





UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH

WHICH HIGH IMPACT PRACTICE IS MOST VALUABLE FOR STUDENTS IN YOUR OPINION? WHY?

INTERNSHIPS

STUDY ABROAD/AWAY

CAPSTONES



Academic Emphasis

Reading and Writing

Time Spent Preparing for Class

Challenging Students to Do Their Best Work

The Academic Challenge theme contains four 

Engagement Indicators as well as several other 

items in the Engagement Indicators report.



First-year students 
responded more 
favorably on Student-
Faculty Interactions 
relative to comparison 
groups. Their 
responses on Effective 
Teaching Practices 
more closely mirror 
comparison groups.



Seniors responded 
more favorably on 
Student-Faculty 
Interactions relative to 
comparison groups. 
Their responses on 
Effective Teaching 
Practices more closely 
mirror comparison 
groups.



First-Year student 
interactions with 
academic advisors 
scored the strongest 
statistically of all survey 
questions

First-year students 
responded quite 
favorably on the Quality 
of Interactions and
Supportive Environment 
at SU. The highest 
percentages are 
highlighted. 



PLEASE TELL US YOUR THOUGHTS…

DO YOU HAVE IDEAS ON HOW SOUTHWESTERN CAN IMPROVE ON THE CAMPUS 
ENVIRONMENT? 



Seniors responded less 
favorably on Quality of 
Interactions than First-
Year students. Senior  
responses on the 
Supportive Environment 
were mixed. 

Learning support 
services, academic & 
personal support, and 
interactions with 
academic advisor and 
faculty scored the 
highest percentages.



Students’ perceptions of certain aspects of cognitive and affective 

development, as well as their overall satisfaction with the institution, 

provide useful evidence of their educational experiences.



What do graduates gain the most after 
four years at Southwestern? 

How has student engagement prepared 
students for their future?


